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INTRODUCTION. 


<>- 
(An Extract.) 


Bi any Missionary Society has no reason to be surprised 


ep > hep n+ eee ne nee SE ogee ee Pp = 


at the distress that lias come upon it alter so many 


vears of successful development, it is ours. For 


were not the first eighty vears of its 154 vears’ 
history filled, often enough, with the turmoil and 
the calamities of war ? 7 


And how graciously has not our God so far watched over our 
work ! Most of our Missionfields have remained unaffected 
directly by the war. We were able to keep in touch with almost 


all of them, although not very satisfactorily. It was possible for 4 
the work in these fields to be continued, in spite of the fact that \ 


the forces were weakened owing to the impossibility of sending 
out reinforcements or of furloughs being taken which were 


bidly needed. Only one Field has been quite cut off from us, if 
viz., East- Central Africa. Accordingly, we have no Report to if 
give of our Nyasa and Unyamwezi Missions ‘The newspapers it 
tell us that on May 16th, L916, English troops crossed the 4 


frontier between Lakes ‘Tanganyika and Nyasa. Ipyana, which 
was mentioned in tle despatches, is our mission-station of that 
name, in the immediate vicinity of which our Lake station ve 
Muaja is situated. } ; 
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i 


On the following day New Langenburg, the administrative 
centre of the Konde Country, was occupied. Our stations 
Kyimbila, Rutenganio, and Rungwe are distant, the first-named 
only twenty minutes and the other two an hour and a-half and 
three hours, respectively, from New Langenburg. New Utengule 
was also mentioned as having been occupied. However, this is 
probably not our mission-station but the residence of Chief 
Merere, situated further to the East in the Sango Country. 

More we do not know. But so mucl. is certain, our hopelul 
and flourishing Nyasa Mission has come within the radius of tlie 
war. ‘lhe thought of our missionaries and their families, of our 
congregations of Christians, and the many thousands who, 
during the 25 years of our work there, have been under the 
sound of the Word of God, makes us repeat the petition con- 
tioned in our Litany: “ Keep them as the apple of Thine eve | 

The Brn. IF. Muller, of Bethesda, C. Schmidt. of Ntlola, and 
three young trade brethren from [lim and Genadendal are in- 
terned at Pietermaritzburg, in Natal—as also Br. W. Hartmann, 
who, for reasons unknown to us, was interned there a second 
time in 1916. 

On June 19th, 1916, Dr. Francke, the only Moravian missionary 
to be interned at Ahmednagar, reached home, travelling by thie 
Golconda on her second trip. The first trip of this vessel broug|it 
Br. and Sr. G. Reichel, who had been detained in North India 
since the outbreak of the war, and Br. and Sr. Schnabel, late of 
Kvyelang. 

Quite unexpectedly an opportunity was afforded us of initia- 
ting an official visitation in one of our Missionfields in these war- 
times. 

A visitation planned for East Africa during the years L915 
and 1916 had had to be given up, owing to the prevailing ccn- 
dition of things. A request that reached us early in 1916 to 
send out a visitator as soon as possible to Nicaragua, which 
Field had not been visited officially for 25 vears, we were able to 
comply with by entrusting the work to Br. J T. Hamilton, our 
American representative on the Board. 

On Mareh 23rd he started on his journey, accompanied by 
Br. W. Richard, the Financial Secretary of the Mission Board, 
and reached his destination, Bluefields, on May 17th. 

Mav God grant His richest blessing to his peaceful labours in 
the midst of these troublous times, in the interests of our Indian 
Mission in Central America. | THE Missron Boarp., 
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1 —aveports of the gtission Fields. 


AMERICA. 


—_— —___ -+—» 


1.—NORTH AMERICA. 


LABRADOR, 


MUR last report of this remote and far northern field ex- 
F}/ pressed the hope that it might remain less affected by 
the terrible war than is unfortunately the case with 


several of our Missions. This hope has been partly 
but not wholly fulfilled. Prices for imports have gone 
up considerably, while the prices for native products have gone 
down to an extent most serious for our Eskimoes. ‘he furs, 
which commanded an exceptionally high price just before the 
war, have descended to the minimum. Add to this that the 
autumn sealing was a failure, and it will be understood that 
there was a heavy draft on the Poors’ Cash. It is well for our 
Labrador Christians that, in all their endeavours at sound pro- 
gress in their Church ‘life and their social well-being, they have 
not only the moral support of the Mission but also the material 
aid of the S.F.G. This Society in London is ever anxious for 


their spiritual welfare, their physical health, and their industrial 
prosperity. 


Among the effects of the war we must also mention that in this, 
as in other Mission fields, Home furloughs are overdue for some 
of our missionaries, who cannot take them under present con- 
ditions. Also that there are several children of school age in 
the missionary families who cannot be sent to Europe for 
education. 

Last year’s voyage of the //armony proved the longest in the 
history of the preseut vessel Special peril attended her 
passage to and fro in the “danger zone,”’ and at the start of her 
outward voyage she was nearly driven by stormy winds on to 
the Goodwin Sands. When Captain Jackson arrived off the 
coast he was officially instructed by the Newfoundland Govern- 
ment to bring down to St. John’s all the male Germans con- 
nected with our Mission. At first, as it seems, the intention was 
to intern these members of our staff. But as the result of an 
interview which the Captain had with the Minister of Justice at 
St. John’s, and of the previous kind intervention of the Governor 
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498 REPORTS OF THE MISSION FIELDS. SEPT., 
and of our agent in that city, the eight missionaries and store- 
keepers were all allowed to return to their posts, and to resume 
their work on parole. ‘They were, however, accompanied by 
three policemen, who had instructions to stay at Makkovik, 
Nain, and Hebron till the last opportunity of returning south 
by some vessel ere the winter set in. Much other business 
occupied the “larmony’s trips along that practically uncharted 
coast up to Killinek and back, so that it was the end of 
November before she could sail homeward from St. Johns. 
Adverse winds and stormy weather still delayed her,“and she 
did not reach London till Christmas Day. 

We are thankful that all the missionary activities, and especi- 
lly the spiritual work, could be carried on as usual at our six 
stations. Theneed of this among such a peopleis very manifest, 
and they value their Christian “privilege s. When they are at 
their stations their attendance at the Church services is very 
exemplary. ‘Here and there,’ say the missionaries at Nain, 

‘we are privileged to see that the Holy Spirit is still carrying on 
His work. in the hearts of our people. On the other hand we 
have been pained witnesses of terrible depravity.’ Here and at 
other stations the Native Helpers take share in the preaching of 
the Word. Some of them edify their fellow-members by earnest, 
well thought-out addresses. 

One of the ways in which our Christian [skimoes contribute 
to the maintenance of their Church privileges, is by free labour 
in fetching firewood for the warming of the church. This isa 
most necessary item in.a land where the thermometer sometimes 
shows degrees of cold almost beyond endurance The coldest 
registered at Killinek during the winter was 33° Reaumur. ‘This 
means 42° of Fahrenheit below zero, or 73 degrees of frost » And 
the stations to the south of that often have a grim cold, also. For- 
merly there never was any trouble in securing sufficient fuel, but 
of late, say the missionaries at Natn, the people haye had to be 
stirred up to greater zeal in this duty. 

The medical work of this Mission centres at Okak, where Dr. 
Barlow has continued his service with tact and devotion. At 
the other stations one of the missionaries does his best to attend 
to the ailments and accidents which may occur, and he is 
always thankful when a Livingstone College training has 
enhanced his efficiency in this department. Dog-bites find 
mention in the reports of last year, for there are often half-wild 
dogs in the teams of our Eskimoes and settlers, and these useful 
draught- -animals are by no means always harmless. Gun 
accidents are too frequent, for our Eskimo men and boys are 

careless in handling firearms, as weapons of the chase. 

Our missionaries do what they can with the help of native 
teachers for the education of the rising generation, but the 
nomad life of the Eskimo families in their hunting and fishing 
seasons confines reguiar instruction to a few winter months. 
Last year the mild autumn extended nearly into the New Year. 
Indeed, so late did the bays freeze over that few of our members 
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could get back to the stations for Christmas, a festival none of 
them are ever absent from if they can possibly help. 


ALASKA. 


Lhe statistics of our Mission on the Kuskokwim River bear 
eloquent testimony to sound, continuous progress. ‘This field 
nOW possesses three maim stations—Bethel. the oldest. SOme dis- 
tance up the river. Quinhagak on the south side of its broad 
mouth, and to these there has been added Quigilingok, our new 
centre on the north side of that estuary. 

At the close of 1915 Bethel numbered 649 members and 
(uinhagak 622, as compared respectively with 641 and 589 the 
year be fore. Besides these the group of villages now reckoned 
as (Juigilingok numbers 332 members, as compared with 279 in 
the previous year. This means a total increase at the three 
stations of close upon 100, for last year there were 1.509 and 
now there are 1,603 baptised members and children. If we in- 
clude candidates for baptism, children not yet baptised, and 
other adherents, then there are 1,645 persons under the direct 
care of our missionaries in Alaska. More than half of these 
luskimo Christians are communicants in good standing, namely 
930 belonging to Bethel, 337 to Quinhagak, and 184 to Quigilingok. 

A closer scrutiny shows that these 1,600 members, including 
the 857 communicants, do not all live at these main stations, 
where the missionaries dwell and from which they itinerate. 
The American staff consists of thirteen persons. Of the six men 
four are ordained and two unordained, and of the seven women 
four are wives of missionaries, and the others unmarried workers. 
Each station is the centre of a wide district with many scattered 
Eskimo villages. Bethel has 18, Quinhagak 17, and Quigilingok 
11 preaching places. The missionaries are assisted in the ser- 
vice of these filials by at least. 13 Native Helpers. Nine of these 
are paid Assistants, and are supported, not only by the special 
contributions of individual friends, Societies, or Sunday Schools 
in the States, but also by the prayers of their patrons. Some of 
them are stationed in the outlying villages; others visit the more 
distant filials and the deer camps, either alone or with the mis- 
sionary, if he desires their assistance as interpreters. 

Thus at Bethel itself there are only 111 members, but 112 per- 
sons at the Reindeer Camps also belong to this congregation. 
These and the Eskimoes dwelling at the other 16 villages greatly 

value the periodical visits of their missionaries and the privilege 
of receiving the Word and Sacraments at their hands. Of the 
Helpers, David Hawk itinerates around Bethel, and two others in 
the more distant parts of the Bethel district, while Kawaglek is 
stationed at Akiak, Wascillie at Akiatsoak, and Jerry at Tuluksak. 
These three villages are situated on the Kuskokwim River, above 
‘Bethel, and in a region where Br. W. Killbuck, one of the first 
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pioneers of our Alaskan work, has for some time been serving as 
a teacher in Government employ, and where both he and his 
wife have been co-operating most loyally with our Bethel mis- 
sionaries. They are held in high esteem by our Christian 
“skimoes and by Christian whites of that region. 

Quinhagak has fewer out-stations, but each filial has a larger 
membership than the average of those around Bethel. While 
Quinhagak itself has 175 members, Good News Bay and Portage 
Bay together have 154. There are 114 at Togiak and 113 at Eek 
River. The remaining 66 are at Apokak. ‘The cleanliness and 
order of the Eek Village reflects great credit on our old Helper 
Neck, who lives there. They are a decided contrast to the dirt 
and neglect only too evident at another village of this district, 
whose Native Helper had to be dismissed for immorality and in- 
capability. Last year Neck was seriously ailing, but the latest 
letters state that he is as well as ever. That sorcery is success- 
fully combated in this region is evidenced by the application of 
a shaman and his family for baptism at Quinhagak. 

The event of the year in this Mission has been the founding of 
the new station, Quigilingok, as the centre of a group of villages 
where the power of the gospel has been blessedly manifest of 
late years. Br. F. Drebert, a young unmarried missionary, has 
moved thither from Bethel, and has already built a mission-house 
there. Last autumn he went up the river to Bethel to fetch 
goods and materials for the completion of his new station. His 
return voyage was a very terrible experience. As he says: 
‘Winter came down on us like a thief in the night.’’ A violent, 
icy storm overtook him and his Eskimo fellow-travellers in a 
most exposed situation amid the mudbanks of the broad mouth 
of the river. ‘Their boat was driven aground, and they had to 
leave her and wade through miles of half-frozen mud to the 
shore. ‘They escaped with their lives, but at serious peril and 
loss. Weare thankful for this merciful preservation, and agree 
with the Superintendent of his Mission, when he says, “I think 
it will do the Church at home good to be told about the heroic 
services of our brave missionary now stationed at Quigilingok.”’ 

Dick Weinlick and another Native Helper live with Br. Drebert 
at the new station, where there are 108 members. A third Helper 
is stationed at, T'shalin, the largest filial, which has 62 members. 
The remaining 162, counted to Quigilingok, live in four other 
villages, making a total of 332 at and around this centre. ‘The 
work is the more hopeful as it is based on a decided moving of 
the Spirit of God upon the hearts of the natives. Quite a num- 
ber of heathen could be baptised within the last year or two, and 
Br. Drebert is instructing several candidates. 

Copies of the Gospel of St. Mark, translated by Br. Hinz into 
Alaskan Eskimo, have reached our stations. Br. Stecker, of 
Quinhagak, writes that the natives are eagerly buying the httle 
books, and diligently reading them. Br. Hinz, who is still on 
furlough in Europe, is busy with other translation which will be 
most welcome in this field. 
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THE Jfarmony IN THE LONDON Dock. (Sev p. 497.) 


LABRADOR MISSIONARIES AND STOREKEEPERS, WITH CAPT. JACKSON, 


First-MatrE BusH, AND NEWFOUNDLAND POLICEMEN. (Sve p. 498). 


=, os Se eee ae SS — a a | 


-e - . 


—s. 


3 is oS oa > ~* ; . ots a " . . 
a ee eee ee ee eee 


ent IO AE 


u 


ag eh ne eae et 
AEP ADP TE ELE FBO ATE 


« Me + » 


weit? Rae Ne Pw ewer 2 


a Se ee et + ep $e US > EE ey. ae 


—— 


; —— 
oe eee Orta ER OT a ee pRB ES. 


eee rm ee 


p. 493.) 


(Sve 


SCHOOLMISTRESS. 


AND 


KSkKIMO SCHOOLMASTER 


(See p. 48 ) 


Eskimo Women COLLECTING WOOD. 
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CALIFORNIA. 


Br. Staveley is still in charge of the Indian congregation at 
Martinez, one of the hottest mission-stations to be found on the 
face of the earth. Of late his work at and from that station, as 
well as its connection with Banning, has been greatly facilitated 
by the fact that the Mission now possesses a Ford automobile. 

Br. Woosley lives at Escondido, and cares from thence for the 
Indians at Rincon and La Jolla, while Br.. Weinland, the Super- 
intendent of this Mission, lives and labours on the Potrero at 
Banning. He finds that it would not be difficult to write a dis- 
couraging report. If or there is much to depress an earnest 
worker who is striving to build up his people, not only 
materially, but first and foremost spiritually. Some of them, as 
he says, get the cart before the horse, reaching first after 
material good, while their souls starve And yet, as he spoke of 
discouragement to one who has been a close observer of our 
Mission from its beginning, this friend remarked: ‘*‘ While it is 
true that your work has not developed as you had hoped, there 
are nevertheless good points to be seen. ‘l'ake the moral sphere, 
for instance. Your influence and that of your family has 
reached much farther than you perhaps realise.”’ 

The year ended with an epidemic of measles both among the 
white community at Banning and in our Indian congregation 
there. Indeed, our Church had to be closed temporarily. The 
after-effects of measles, especially among Indians predisposed to 
lung troubles, call for precautions. Just in his ministries to the 
sick the missionary sees proof that our Indians have made 
decided progress. The “medicine man,’ with’ his hocus pocus, 
is no longer consulted; the medicines and instructions of the 
regular physician are now welcomed. But facilities for caring 
for the sick are still lacking. Here there is a call for a properly 
equipped hospital, or at least a modest infirmary. Br. Weinland 
has eared for the sick in their own houses, and in some cases 
taken them into his own home. 

Dependent as our Indians are for their living upon the fruit 
industry, the war in Europe has made the past year a hard one 
for them. For it has reduced the price of fruit below the cost of 
production. ‘This has left our people little to live on and hardly 
anything to contribute to the Lord’s work. 
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2.—THE WEST INDIES. 


JAMAICA, 


The review of the past twelve months gives cause for thank- 
fulness. ‘True, the year has been trying, for war conditions: 


| 
>i 
: 


- 


. > en = ig ll . 
Sh Sorte ee ea 


a a 
ss >" 


A, 2 — ~*~ 
te ote Sar a ~ 
— — o- ——— 2 . 
—_ -_ —-_ Bl i tb tin 


. 
= - 
’ 
= , 7 
nal * <= . ‘ - ~ . 
Pa San ont - Amo — — 
a eee oe ly tenn ae . 
—- ——— = = 


~ : hows 
= P~ —° ~~ - 
ot eo ee 
ee _ 


on < 
ait aie = * 


= ea ~~ 
A>. — el >. 


=: 

+ 

~— 

er 

_—_— = = Fs 
se 


—_— a ae 


- 
mantis Rent ae, Mie i. 
we 


se 


ee 


eo il 
bed to ch... ieee Se en Se ee 


~ ae ee 
" = * ; = 


a ee ee a ee 


= lic, = Pmt — 


tee 


=n ~ > 
- - 
zw al va > an 
7 ar 
an * 
~ 
_ - — ——_-= a -~ 
D 
OnE ge EE SE a) . “ 7 
“ » - mY ~ by - _ - > 
a 
4 


ee er 


502 REPORTS OF THE MISSION FIELDS. | SEPT., 


——_ a 


tend to unsettle everything, and bring into existence experiences 
never anticipated. Nevertheless the general tone of the annual 
congregation reports is hopeful and encouraging. Many of the 
ministers are able to state that signs are not wanting which show 
that the Spirit of God 1s working with gracious effect in the 
hearts of their members ‘There remains very much to be 
desired, lest formalism should take the place of living faith in 
the Lord Jesus; yet many are realising as never before the call 
of Christ. Much thoughtlessness and carelessness are manifest. 
and sin is still prevalent in well-known forms, but there is a 
growing stability and a growing sense of responsibility among 
the Church members. 

No work which ean be called new was undertaken during 1915, 
and no new buildings were opened. Work on the new church 
in Kingston was resumed in August with the help sent by 
friends in England and America, acting on the recommendation 
of the last General Synod. It has gone on steadily ever since, 
and it is hoped that the opening will take place this year. _ Need 
it be added that local contributions enacts to come in regularly 
for the building of this town church, while the Kingston con- 
gregation has clone fairly in other financial matters. Generally 
speaking, the financial results of the year’s work in all our 
Jamaica congregations, while not everything that might have 
been hoped for, are far from unsatisfactory. 

The Kingston minister bears glad testimony to the faithfulness 
of many of “his members. T hese, he says, not only do their duty, 
but are faithful in every respect. Their interest is unflagging, 
they are present at as many of the services as possible, they 
assist every cause, and it is evident that they have the true 
welfare of the congregation at heart. And Bishop Westphal 
writes of his congregation at Fairfield :——‘‘ It is difficult to state 
the spiritual condition of the congregation with any degree of 
accuracy. lo Judge by such tokens as regular attendance at 
church and at ‘speaking,’ the close attention “paid to the preach- 
ing and teaching given, and the willingness to contribute to 
every good cause, we may be confident that there are many 
sincere and consistent Christians among us. We thank God 
and take courage when we think of them. Our unceasing prayer 
arises for those who are careless and neglectful, and for those 
outside the Church, upon whom no warning and exhortation 
appear to make an impression. May the time soon come, when 
the Holy Spirit shall prevail to awaken them, so that they shall 
turn from the world to Christ!” | 

The statistical returns for the year under review show a falling 
off in membership, namely a loss of 72 communicants. Never- 
theless the President of the Provincial Elders’ Conference holds 
that our Church in Jamaica is actually gaining ground. He 
writes :——“'The people still love and venerate the Churclf, but 
there is an increasing disinclination on the part of many to 
submit to her discipline. It is along the line of personal in- 
fluence that we must work in the future, and not depend so much 
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upon services in the churches and chapels. our ‘speakings, aud 
the office bearers. During the past year there have been distinct 
elforts put forth on the part of ministers and congregation Ltoards 
to get into closer touch with the Jax and careless.” 

He closes his report of this Province with the following para- 
graph :--‘* The general health of the island has been good. and 
none of the ministerial staff of our Province have suffered from 
serious illness. ‘Those of us who were originally foreigners, but 
whose interests are now perfectly identified with the island in 
which we have found our life’s work, are grateful for tlhe con- 
tinued interest which the Church at large continues to take in 
our work, manifesting this interest in the practical way it does 


by supplying men and means to help carry on the enterprises of 


the Province. I would particularly mention the thoughtful 
kindness which we have received at the hands of the authorities 
of the British Province during the past year. I am sure also 


that | am correct when I say that it is not only the foreign 
brethren who are grateful to the home Churches. We all appre- 
ciate their continued kindness. and realise at least to some extent 
how much it helps us. I am certain that I am justified in saying 
that the help is not given in vain, but that true and real progress 
is being made in and among our congregations in Jamaica.”’ 


r 


THE EASTERN PROVINCE, 


The influence of the war has continued to be felt in all thie 
islands of this Province. It has raised the prices of imported 
loodstuffs and the cost of living, and so reduced the ability of 
our members to contribute towards the support of their Church. 
A plentiful, indeed in some islands an extraordinary, rainfall 
brought considerable alleviation by enabling the production of 
ground provisions. There is promise of a good sugar cane 
harvest for 1916. But cash is scarce among our people and 
their Church contributions have fallen off seriously. Nor does it 
benefit them much that the price of sugar has gone up, for the 
majority of them are among the poorer of the community, and 
this rise is offset by the increase in the cost of freight of imported 
commodities from England and the United States. 

St. Avtts has some prospect of a good price for cotton, as, 
unfortunately, the common serts are in great demand for gun- 
cotton. From this island, as also from the Danish Islands, and 
particularly from our congregation at Nisky, in St. ‘Thomas, 
numbers of our younger men are emigrating to Santo Domingo. 
They go for the sake of work and higher wage. Nor can one 
wonder, when one hears that the wages in St. Kitts are Is. a day 
and those in Santo Domingo $1 a day, or four times as much. 


The minister of Nisky has recently spent a considerable time in 


the island of Santo Domingo, where he has founded a congre- 
gation and built a small church and mission-house at La Romana. 
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The older congregation in the town of San Pedro de Macoris, 
with its outposts on the large neighbouring sugar estates, is pro- 
gressing. Another work seems to be opening up to our Church 
in the capital of this republic, Santo Domingo City. Here 
a small organization, commenced under the auspices of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, desires to become Moravian, 
and many of its members have come thither from our congre- 
gations in the other islands. It brings with it a little chapel free 
of debt. Indeed, so bright is the outlook for our work in this 
large island that we particularly regret the non-arrival of the 
annual report. We have heard that it was posted to us sometime 


ago. We have received the reports from all the other islands, 
except Barbados. 


The work of our Church in St. Crotz has heen very seriously 
threatened and hindered by the strike which plunged that island 
into unrest and bitter strife. ‘he Superintendent of our Mission 
here writes :—‘ Certain persons calling themselves ‘ Socialists ’ 
began an intense agitation, established also a new daily paper as. 
their organ. Public meetings became frequent, both in the 
towns and in the country, at which an astonishing freedom of 
speech was permitted. ‘The labouring classes were called on to 
form a labour union for the betterment of their position. The 
movement spread rapidly. ‘To what extent this was the case 
became evident, when at the call of their leaders practically the 
whole labouring population of the island congregated in 
Christiansted on November Ist, to celebrate what was styled 
‘Liberty Day.’ ” 


Unfortunately the movement did not confine itself to the 
labour question pure and simple. Race hatred was stirred up, 
and the Churches, especially the Protestant Churches, came in 
for calumny, and it became evident that the leaders desired to 
alienate the people from their influence. Yet amid the distress: 
of the strike, and when the workers and their families were 
driven from the plantations and crowded homeless into the towns, 
none had shown more ready and effectual Christian sympathy and 
help than the Churches. Measures were taken for the public 
safety, but happily no serious public disorder arose. Presently 
a compromise was reached, and work was resumed with the hope 
of better mutual satisfaction. 


But the work of the Church has greatly suffered, as is shown 
by the numerical and much 5 by the financial statistics. 
There has been a falling off in the\membership of 70 and a drop: 


of $280 in the assessed quota of Congregation Cash. Of far 


more serious importance, however, is the fact that the relations. 
between pastor and people have undergone a change. There is. 
not the same feeling of confidence as before, at any rate with 
many. ‘The minister is not looked upon as the friend, adviser, 
and guide as hitherto—oftentimes the opposite. But the mission- 
aries wait patiently and work on faithfully, committing the future: 
to Him who rules over all. 


- 1916] WEST INDIES, THE ‘“EFASTERN PROVINCE. 504 


There has been a paralysis of trade in the other Danish 
Islands, St. Zhomas and St. Jan. ‘This is partly owing to the fact 
that the spacious harbour of St. Thomas has ceased, at any rate 
for the present, to be a coaling station for the Hamburg-America 
Liners, and partly to the land-slips which have blocked the 
Panama Canal. Atl this means less harbour work lor our people 
in these two islands. But the report continues :—‘‘ When we 
compare our circumstances in these islands with those even of 
our near neighbours, whose families have not only felt the touch 
of need, but have had to send their sons to be plunged into the 
huge cauldron of carnage that the war has developed into, we 
consider our lot a favoured one; and, while giving our heartfelt 
sympathy to all upon whom this blighting scourge has fallen, we 
gratefully record our thankfulness to God for His mercies in this 
and many other ways during the past year.’’ 

Our nine stations and three out-stations in Antigua maintain 
their membership at about 7,000. ‘The congregation at Potters 
has been served for years by the Director and students of our 
Buxton Grove Seminary, and has afforded experience to the 
future ministers olf the Kastern Province. During the temporary 
closing of this seminary Potters 1s being cared for by the 
ministers of our Spring Gardens congregation. Spring Gardens, 
like Buxton Grove, is situated in the town of John’s. It is 
the largest congregation in the island, and indeed in our whole 
Kastern Province. Its communicant membership is over 700. 

Qur work in Zobago and Trinidad has lost a sincere friend and 
well-wisher in the retirement, last October, of Sir 
Le Hunte, the Governor of these two islands. Our 
Trinidad dates from 1890, but that in 


George 
work in 
Lobago was commenced 
127 yearsago Ihe Superintendent writes that it has all along 
heen a truly intei:national Mission, after the manner of the 
Moravian Chureh. Germans, French, Swiss, Americans and 
West Indians have worked there, as well as Seotch, lrish, and 
isnelish Brethren. 

Our Trinidad work, and especially the stations along the north 
coast of that island, experience constant help from our staff in 
Tobago. It is holding its own and showed a small increase 
last year. 

‘The Statistics of the Kastern Province as a whole show a 
membership of 25,999, which is 84 less than on the last day 
of 1914. With candidates for baptism and ‘“‘ new people ’ the . 
total is 25,877. 
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Official Visitation. 


We were glad to receive, in January, 1916,a lengthy communica- 
tion from the Superintendent of this Mission in which he gives 
4n impressiye account of its trials—on the one hand, feeble 
forces, lack of men for the stations, and but little prospect of a 
fresh supply ; on the other hand, opeu doors —we will remem ber 
in this connection the great unevangelised territory of Honduras, 
from which again and again the call for the gospel has come to 
our missionaries. During the last few years the whole aspect of 
things appears to have changed so much that it became absolutely 
necessary for the Mission Board once more to get into touch 
closely with this Mission-field. In view of this Br. J. 'T. 
Hamilton volunteered to undertake a thorough and extended 
visitation of the Nicaraguan Mission. He was accompanied by 
Br. W. luichard, who was to look into the business affairs of the 
Mission. ‘This had long been the wish of the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Mission Finance, to which they had also given very 
definite expression. We know that our Sestlaen have safely 
crossed the Atlantic, and that they reached their destination, 
Bluefields, on May 17th. 


Death of Mrs. Grossmann, 
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The Nicaraguan Mission suffered a‘heavy loss in the year 1915. 
[t pleased God to call home to Hinsell on July 30th at Bluetields. 
Sr. Frieda Grossmann, the wife of the Superintendent, in the 
fortieth year of her life. Br. and Sr. Grossmann had taken a 
three months’ furlough in the United States of America for 
Sr. Grossmann's sake, and returned to Bluefields on July 23rd, 
upparently refreshed and strengthened. lJlowever, a slight chill 
brought on a return of Sr. Grossmann's ailment, and, although 
the best medical advice was taken, nothing could be done to stay 
the progress of the disease. Whilst still fully conscious, the 
patient took leave of all around her and thanked them for their 
loving care. She was ready to enter into the presence of her 
Saviour, anc died quite peacefully. ‘‘ The sympathy of the 
congregation,’ wrote the Warden of the Mission, “cannot be 
described.’’ The dear departed one had won the hearts of ail 
by her quiet, unassuming manner, her childlike piety, and her 
faithful visits among the people. All the foreigners also took 
part in the funeral; for, although Sr. Grossmann had not been 
in touch with them much personally, nevertheless they esteemed 
her highly, because they could see how faithful she was in the 
performance of her duties. 

Br. Jung writes of her—and we heartily agree with all that he 
says—‘ Our Sister has through much suffering entered into 
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glory. What she has done for the Mission in Nicaragua, how 


faithful she was in the performance of her duties, how happy 


and contented she was in her work when, at the time the new 
station was being founded at Sangsangta in the primeval forest, 
they lived in an Indian hut, is well known. She will ever bea 


bright example to us all; her spirit will continue to make itself 


felt amongst us in our work for God.” We thank God for all 
He gave to our Mission In this Sister. 


A Wise and Kinergetic Governor. 
So far as our report is concerned, we are restricte¢almost 
entirely to what Br. Grossmann has to say about Bluefields. ‘The 
administration of the Coast was during the year 1915 in the 


hands of a young, energetic Governor, who kept a tight grip ol 
the reins. He was particularly deserving of the nanfidence of 


the community by his wise management of the co-ealled ‘* Land 
Poaceae a body to which was entrusted the difficult task of 
regulating finally the rights of ownership of the natives in tlie 
land. He also influenced beneficially the labours of the ‘Town 
Council. In the first place, the law was abolished which made it 
obligatory to build only solid stone houses. ‘This law had had 
the good result, so far as our Mission premises were concerned, 
that in a southerly direction four fire-proof houses had been 
built which protected our church and iission-houses from. tlie 
(anger of fire. But, as this kind of building was simply 
impossible for the natives, owing to its dearness, the greater part 
of the town territory which had been devastated by the fire of 
1914 had remained unoccupied. Now, however , building opera- 
tions commenced afresh. At the close of the year 1915 no less 
than eight large business houses had been erected on this spot 


Economic and Moral Questions. 


‘or the rest, business was very slack. ‘The export of bananas 
and timber was poor, and these are almost the only sources of 
revenue for the natives. Retail trade is entirely in the hands cf 
the Chinese. ‘They are industrious business people, but not a 
good element in the town of Bluetields. ‘They are in pos- 
session of most of the drinking and gambling saloons. At 
the beginning of the year a lottery which was conducted by a 
Chinaman became a creat danger to the community at large. The 
ruling question of the day seemed always to be: ‘‘ What number 
has been drawn ?”’ Young and old spent their pence in gambling. 
Money-thefts were on the increase—even children stole the money 
from their parents’ pockets, or retained money which had been 
given them by their parents for Sunday-school or church, for the 
purposes of gambling. ‘The people were admonished in members’ 
ineetings, in sermons, and in private conversations, but all to 
no purpose. Finally, a petition which was . presented to the 
Governor by the clergy and the merchants of the town resulted 
in the lottery being prohibited by the police. As a result, the 


Church reaped increased hate. Indeed, the enmity towards the. 
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Church and the Word of God is growing terribly in the town. 
The reasons for this are: the influence of various strangers, who 
only seein our Mission an undesirable factor making the people 
indolent; furthermore, many coloured people, especially from the 
West India Islands, whose depraved feelings and passions were 
inflamed more particularly by the lying and defamatory reports 
of the military press; then, too, the cinemas, with their robber 
stories and morality plavs, and. lastly, the many drinking saloons, 
caming-houses, and places of evi] repute. ‘l'ogether with the 
decrease of the fear of God thejder ‘alisation of the people in- 
creases. heir language anf f#lheiX. behaviour in public is 
becoming more and more offenSive. Wuodicial separation and 
adultery are on the increase. In Bluefiefds, with its 5.000 in- 
habitants, there were, according tothe latest official statistics, only 
27 weddings, and half of the 200 children born were illegitimate. 
At the same time superstition is rampant. ‘The trade of the 
Obeahmen, spiritists, and fortune-tellers flourished ; so much so 
that the police have had to interfere. ‘These exponents of the 
black art come mostly from Ruatan and Martinique. 

Thank God, the town was graciously preserved from fire, 
hurricane, revolution, and other disturbing elements. However, 
in consequence of the great amount of rain, there was much 
sickness and many deaths occurred. How creat is the need of 
the gospel in so fast and frivolous a port! and how thankful 
must we not be that we have a Christian church in this town 
regarding which their shepherd, Br. Grossmann, can testify that 
they have endeavoured to hold high the banner of the Cross, in 
spite of all difficulties and the enmity shown them. 
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The Spiritual Work, and Self-suppore, 


— — . . 


Although Br. Grossmann was away from home for several 
months, and his time was fully occupied in connection with his 
duties as Superintendent, and notwithstanding the fact that, 
owing to the serious_illness of Br. Zollhofer, his congregation at 
Pearl Lagoon had during the months of November and December 
to be served from Bluefields, it was possible for the Word of God 
| to be preached on Sundays and week-days without any interrup- 
i tion. and the attendances at chureh were good throughout. 
| Indeed, especially at the evening services, the church was filled 
to the last available place. Open-air services were held, too, in 
order to counteract the ever-growing indifference. Very many 
took part in these services. Aftér one of them a man shook 
hands with Br. Grossmann and said: ‘* Thank you for this meet- 


ne ing; for fifteen years | have not been inside a church, and lL 
We had quite forgotten that there were such grand promises in the 
i gospel.”’ 
} In connection with these services valuable assistance «was 
ne rendered by the various Associations. ‘The Y.M.C.A. has a 
HE membership of 54. ‘Lhe Y.W.C.A. also made good progress 


during the vear. Our Missionary Sisters took a lively interest 
in its welfare. We are also thankful for the co-operation of our 


a, 


oe. 2 = 


en 


ange eS 


= rn oo 
ee ae 


| 


-_-—- 


. a se 
SO Ce Se ie Sage 


NEV, J. KEINKE, KINGSTON, JAMAICA, (See p. 502.) 
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Preachers’ Class, whose instruction meetings were continued 
regularly. Its members have made themselves particularly 
useful at the out-station Ramah Key. On Palm Sunday 21 
persons were confirmed. 

The “Speakings’’ continue to be a blessing. ‘“* In connection 
therewith,’ writes Br. Grossmann, “ we obtain a deep insight 
into the life, the sufferings, and the struggles of our people ; 
often, too, great defects become manifest. One complaint that is 
becoming more and more persistent is this—that it is getting 
harder and harder to train up thechildren aright Disobedience 
and rebelliousness are spreading alarmingly among them. Thank 
God, however, there are still some families among our people in 
which the children are accustomed to discipline and obedience. 
But they are in the minority The Creoles-—and also the Indians 
—-are especially weak towards their children. Besides which, 
many families either cannot or do not provide a proper home for 
their children. As soon as the latter have attained a certain age, 
they are left more or less to themselves and run loose in the 
streets; and what they hear and see there cannot but tend to 
loosen their morals. Furthermore, in many instances only the 
wife is a member of the Church, whilst the husband sets his 
children a bad example by his indifferent and careless living. 
Many a mother finds it most difficult to conduct her household 
on Christian lines. How much silent suffering and endurance 
was not often revealed to me by my talks with these people! The 
faith of many a one is waxing stronger in and through his or her 
struggles and many a victory is being won with which no one is 
acquainted save the Lord Himself, who seeth in secret.” 

That our churches in Nicaragua, and especially the Bluefields 
congregation realise their responsibility to support the work of 
the Mission financially, so far as in them lies, is evident from the 
fact that during the past year the Moskito congregations raised 
altogether £1050 for their own individual church purposes, as 
Church contributions, for other Church objects, and for their 
schools. Of this amount, £615 must be credited to Bluefields 
alone; but even a congregation so unfavourably situated as that 
at Pearl Lagoon raised £95. 


Pastoral Work, Sunday-school and Day-school. 


As already mentioned, the mortality was great during the past 
year. In nine cases our Brethren accompanied to their last 
resting-place the remains of members of our Church. But they 
were called upon to speak words of comfort and encouragement 
at the sickbeds and deathbeds of a good many other persons. 
Br. Grossmann writes: ‘I frequently realise when visiting the 
deathbeds of some of our people how deeply rooted is their 
faith. Our Bluefields members are not in the habit of saying 
much about their inner life—as a rule, they are reticent regarding 
that which concerns their hearts. But in times of trouble, and 
at the bedside of the dying, one becomes aware of the fact that 
their Christianity has a firm foundation.”’ 
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The Sunday-schools have. made good progress. At Cotton 
Tree, in the southern part of the town, Br. Grossmann has com- 
meneed a new Sunday-school among children who had hitherto 
succeeded in withdrawing themselves entirely from the influences 
of the Chureh’ He is experiencing great joy over it. ‘The 
teachers, both male and female, have a very good will to work, 
but their ability is not always equal to their will. 

There was a good deal. of trouble in connection with the Day- 
school, until the authorities succeeded in obtaining @ reliable 
young man, who has taken up the teaching with zeal and _devo- 
tion, and who, under the blessing of God, has succeeded in 
getting the school into good working order once more. 


The Catholie Mission. 


Finally, we would mention that the Capuchin monks have now 
actually settled in Bluefields and on the coast, since May, 1915. 
So far they have kept in the background, and have not under- 
taken any work in direct opposition to the evangelical Mission. 
They seek, in the first instance, to dissipate the prejudices of the 
natives against the Romish Church. We must be prepared to 
see their influence spreading, and to witness much sifting and 
purging among the members of our congregations. 


4.—SOUTH AMERICA. 


DEMERARA, 


The total enrolnient connected with this Province has de- 
creased by 33, for it stood at 1,587 at the close of the year. Of 
these 553 were accredited communicants, 263 of whom belong 
to the Queenstown congregation, 185 to Tabernacle, and 105 to 
Graham’s Hall. The decrease is owing to the fact that some 
members, who have been lax in their Church obligations, have 
been relegated to the class of probationary adherents. 

The Superintendent writes :—‘ As the aim of all true Mission 
work is the attainment of a stenderd of efficiency in which the 
foreign element gradually -gives way to the native, both in re- 
gard to labourers and the means of supporting them, it is 
always essential to enquire how a Mission is developing towards 
this desirable goal ; in other words, how the members are being 
educated towards shouldering the responsibility which the estab- 
lishment of a native Church imposes on them. ‘The truest ihdex 
to this will be found in the sympathetic co-operation of all in 
whatever the organising ability and skill of the Committee of 
Ways and Means lays down for the development of the work 
along the best and most progressive lines. Chief of all these is 
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the systematic payment of the regular Church dues on the Scrip- 
tural basis. De} yendence on spasmodic efforts to take the place 
of, or bolster up, unsteady giving isa poor expedient for what is 
required as a healthy exponent of progressive Church life. ‘l'ried 
by this test it must be admitted that there is room for improve- 
ment in our Province.’ 

Nevertheless Br. Dingwall can record: fair average contribu- 
tions. As regards Congregation Cash Graham’s Hall averaged 
os. 4d., (Jueenstown rose to 3s. 3d., while Tabernacle fell to 
2s 7d. In respect of contribution to Missionary Association 
funds, (Jueenstown leads with 4s. 3d. per member, Graham’s 
Hall follows with 3s. 2d., and Tabernacle again comes last with 
ls. ld. In fairness to the last-mentioned he adds that much of 
its energy was devoted to special efforts towards the reduction of 
the debt on its new church. So it was not in the best of form 
to meet the regular contributions required statutorily by the 
Church. 

The (Jueenstown report strikes.a note of praise for Divine help 
in their difheulties, not least their financial perplexities, and for 
the Divine blessing on their united efforts to overcome these. 
The power of little things was illustrated by the untiring and 
successful efforts of the Ladies’ Missionary Association, the Mite 
Society, and the Penny-a-Week Missionary Committee. ‘The 
total baptised membership of this congregation now stands at 
7Ol. Five adult Kast Indians were baptised after confession of 
their faith in the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and Redeemer. 
After the reductions referred to above, the number of accredited 
or active, ae in this congregation falls to 263, or 5! 
less than last year. but the hope Is reasonably che tishe din the 

ongregation he it a healthier growth in numbers will result, and 
that the burdens of the church will be more e juably distributed. 

‘or the Tabernacle congregation 1915 was a year of effort to 
liquidate the loeal church debt after the opening of their new 
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in the survey of the life of our Grabam’s Hall congregation we 
note that the number of those who are zealous for the worship 
and service of the Lord Christ is growing. These find in the 
open-air meetings a glad opportunity for earnest and faithful 
work. ‘Together,’ says their minister, ‘‘ we have sown beside 
all waters, leaving results to God, Who alone giveth the increase.” 


SURINAM. 


—_——— 


General Remarks. 


Lhe Colony and the War, 
WHEREAS elsewhere u yrest prevails, one might say that the past 
year was alinost too quiet, so far as Surinam was concerned. 
Political’y, scarcely anything of importance occurred. the 
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Colony remained entirely unaffected by the War, apart from the 
many inconveniences which were felt everywhere, and especially 
the dislocation of the postal arrangements. Economically, the 
year 1915 may be said to have been an unfavourable one. The cocoa 
crop was smaller than the year before, but the price went up. 
The coffee crop is increasing year by year. ‘Lhe rice crop was 
also good in many districts, and there was a surplus of ground 
provisions and other products of the land. ‘Thus, there was no 
lack of foodstuffs, and the Government did what was necessary 
in this respect by making careful provision. On the other hand, 
there was a-scarcity of ready money, caused especially by the 
decline of the balata (rubber) industry during the last few 
years. ‘True, during the year under review it recovered some- 
what; but, so far as the interests of the Mission are concerned, 
it continues to be a disturbing element. 

The question of wage-earning became critical in the case of 
many families—many kinds of work failed to be remunerative, 
others could not be engaged in, and the rise in the prices 
of foodstuffs increased the pressure. ‘hus, it is correct to 
speak, as we have done above, of economic pressure in general, 
and this was felt more particularly by the tradespeople, owing to 
the ,want of ready cash. But we can scarcely speak of want 
which could be definitely proved. In one respect there was a 
remarkable unanimity of opmion, viz, that in hard times such 
as these one ought to be as economical as possible, not in the 
matter of one’s own personal wants, but where gifts for charitable 
objects come in question ! 

The public life of the people was kept as quiet as possible by 
the authorities. in view of the seriousness of the times in which 
we are living. ‘There were no public festivities, no receptions at 
Government House, no public performances of any kind. The 
people sought and found compensation elsewhere ‘Their love 
of finery and pleasure was in no way checked—not even in face 
of the most serious situations. ‘The cinema shows are in full 
swing still, and here in the first instance the suffering population 
is to be found. Automobile riding has also increased enormousiy, 
especially when the Bushmen are in town. ‘These things are 
popular diseases which cannot be eradicated. 

However peaceful the year 1915 may haveappeared outwardly, 
there were nevertheless dangerous rocks past which the 


Grace of God alone has guided us Karly in the vear 
we were threatened with an epidemic of typhus. Thank 


God, it only appeared in our dwellings for a~- short 
time. More consternation was caused by the great outbreak 
of fire in the night from October 15th-ldth. Part of one 
street was destroyed by the flames. Considering the dimen- 
sions of the fire, whole districts of the town would have béen in 
danger, had the direction of the wind been less favourable. We 
are thankfulthat we were spared any further devastation. Coim- 
paratively few of our Church members suffered loss, althouch 
otherwise the dumage done was great. 
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Perhaps the most serious disturbances during the year were 
those that occurred near the French frontier in the Kast of the 
Colony. Riff-raff from all parts of the Colony came together 
here, and formed themselves into an organised band of marauders. 
They forced their way into a compound belonging to a gold 
diggers’ company, worked the mines on their own, seized other 
people’s property, and robbed them at their pleasure A regular 
expeditionary force had to be organised and despatched against 
them, before the authorities could become masters of the situation. 
And here we would add just one remark to what has been sat 
before. Whilst outside in the larger world the great war-drama 
is being enacted whick attracts the attention of all, here in this 
remote corner of the globe many an isolated romance has taken 
place, quietly and unobserved. ‘There are many who come to 
Surinam or leave the Colony in whose case it is impossible to 
suggest what experiences they have been through and what may 
yet be in store for them. But the Lord God knows about His 
own children—the unstable ones as well—in all their wanderings, 
and tle goes after them. I requently, one or another of our 
missionaries has in cases such as these been able to do a little 
spade-work on the quiet for His Lord. 


The Missionary Staff. 


The circle of our missionaries was hardly affected in any way 
by the War. After a lengthy stay in North America Br. Kulint 
succeeded in returning to Surinam, and in the same wav 
Br. Bielke was able to go for his wife and children to Europe and 
to bring them back with him unharmed. Along with them 
Sr. A. Seliger returned to her work at Bethesda, and Sr. HH. 
W iinsche was thus enabled to go home on furlough. Sr. Barth 
was compelled to travel home alone for her health’s sake. lor 
the rest, those whose furloughs were due had to remain in 
Surinam; which is by no means a good thing for them. ‘The 
Lord has graciously helped us in various instances of serious 
sickness. 


The Old Mission. 


General Remarks. 


The most serious result of the War, so far as Surinam was 
concerned, is perhaps this—that in many directions people's 
energies have been paralysed. On the one hand, the War is_to 
blame for many things; on the other hand, it 1s so convenient 
to make the War responsible for everything and to make it an 
excuse for all one would rather not do. Along with indifference 


and laxitv there is to be found criticism of the missionaries and Se ae 


their work. Our mode of baptism, the (very low) Church dues, 
the manner of life of the missionaries—all this 1s criticised. And 
a sure sign that the hostile influences are gaining ground 1s the 
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fact that the Church contributions are diminishing at a frightful 
rate. ‘Lhere are but few congregations at the present time thiat 
raise their annual quota of Church money—a very serious state 
of things for the so-called ‘* Old Mission.” One cannot be sur- 
prised at such things as this, as almost the whole of the Colonial 
Press is continually advocating a one-sided ‘* enlightenment,’ 
and teaches the people to find fault with other people but not 
with themselves 

lt is possible that there is some connection between the sta 
of things indicated above and the fact that the st tatistical re tur 
again show considerable reduc ‘tions, especially in the South Cit: 
church. Such members come in question here, in the "i 
instance, who absent themselves altogether and cannot be trace 
any more. 

City Mission Work 

The work of the City Mission is one of the most effective 
instruments-against moods and tempers of this deseription. 
Unmistakably, the Y.M.C.A. has gained in life, prestige and 
strength since its wpa Ae it is an important step forward 
that popular lectures are now given once a month in the rooms ol 
this Association. Lhat the City Mission interests itself sertously 
in children who are orphans is without doubt fraught with much 
blessing for the latter. But the opening of an [Employment 
Bureau for the 1mpecunious, the aged, and the infirm has also 
borne fruit. Of late, too, quite unsought but none the | 


uc IC SS 


welcome work AMON soldiers has been Initiated The tlomes ot 
various descriptions Are also so much seed sown In ho] C. And 
it is a continual source of encouragement to us that the members 
of our Church take a lively interest in this work. his js 
especially so in the case of the Saron Children’s Home, for which 
several Associations are working diligently. The Leper Home at 


Bethesda, too, has its special friends, and its work is accompanied 
with blessing. ‘The same may be said of the Boys’ Institute in 
the School Square, the Apprentices’ Home, and the Home called 
‘* Kleinwelka.”’ 


The Schools. 


The past year was a hard one for the schools. Former losses 
in the teaching staff were keenly felt, and during the year uncer 
review a goodly number of teachers left us, with the result that 
three schools had to be closed—a state of things hitherto unknown. 
It is greatly to the credit of the Brethren who have the super- 
vision of the educational affairs of the Mission that they did not 
lose courage in face of all the adverse and diflicult circumstances 
surrounding their work. All the more, too, are we glad and 
thankful for some r: ays of light that were granted us. .‘Thus, for 
example, the so-called “ Select Class” produced decidedly good 
results, and we are justified in hoping that, in the matter of the 
training of our own teachers, we are pursuing the right course. We 
must not omit to refer to the day when, in Janu: ary, 1915, 

Sr. Berthold celebrated her twenty-fifth jubilee as teacher of the 
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large Infant School in town. Thanks to the discipline and order 
she maintains, and the healthy progress made in educational 
matters, this school 1s probably one of the best in the Colony. 

Ten years ago last May the school for British Indian and 
Javanese children was commenced in Annie Street. We have 
cause for much gratitude to God that this school, which has an 
entirely missionary character, has been able to continue in spite 
of Indian superstition and Roman Catholic propagandism. 


The Country Churches. 


Regarding the work in the country churches the following 
facts may be mentioned :—The chureh at Catharina Sophia 
celebrated in 1915 its 60th anniver sary. Irom small beginnings 
it has grown into a large church, which is divided into two 
groups. In this district ‘there are undoub tedly to be seen the 
fruits of the labours of former days, and the present church still 
shows signs of life. ‘The churches at lortuin, on the Upper 
Commewljne, and at Goed Succes. on the Cottica, have gone on 
building their places of worship, so far as their money resources 
allowed them. Whereas at the first-named place the congrega- 
tion is already truly alive, at the other place it is hoped to create 
fresh life by the building of a new church. 


The New Mission. 


During the year 1915 the New Mission presents an essentially 
different ) picture from the Old Mission. In comparison with other 
Mission-fields it may appear to be a small thing, but, for our 
Mission in Surinam, the baptism of 61 adults—a total which had 
not been reached for 10 vears—represents a rich missionary 
harvest. On all sides prospects for missionary work are opening 
up. If only we were in a position, as regards money and men, 
to take up the work, we could occupy a good many missionary 
posts. We could achieve a good deal more, if the work were 
better organised. We would so much like to hasten on the 
reaping of the harvest. before it is too late The heathen and 
others, like the Mohammedans, are in danger of losing their 
original receptivity for divine truth through their intercourse 
with surroundings professedly: Christian but in reality entirely 
materialistic in their views. It is burdensome to think that in a 
missionary era like the present so little can be done. Still, the 
Lord knows in this matter also what to let and what to hinder. 


The Bush Country Mission. 


In February and March, 1915, Br. Voullaire made a lengthy 
tour to the Upper Surinam River, for the purpose of thoroughly 
looking into the affairs of the Bush Countr vy Mission. The work 
among the Koffiemakka Negroes on the Coppename River and 
he mixed population in the ‘neighbourhood of Zantigron-Mako, 
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on the Upper Saramacca, gives one the impression that it has 
almost come to a compleie stand-still—there is but little trace of 
spiritual life. Ona somewhat higher level is Langatabbatje, on 
the Marowijne, and Koffiecamp, on the Surinam Liver. There 
are signs of life in these congregations, although they are not by 
any means the salt to their heathen surroundings which they 
ought to be. ‘The reason of this is that they have not yet fully 
separated themselves from heathenism. 


Among the Matuari Negroes, on the Upper Saramacca, life 
from above is most certainly visible still; besides wlnich, the 
remnants of the heathen who are still to be found on the Upper 
Saramacca are of their own accord taking steps to become in- 
corporated in the Church of Christ. A healthy development of 
this work will only be possible by means of the founding of two 
stations ‘The best signs of life are to he seen on tlie Cottica 
and the Upper Surinam Rivers. On the Cottica there ought 
certainly to be School-chapels, worked by evangelists, in which 
case it would be possible to exercise a decided influence over this 
branch of the Auka Negroes. On the Upper Surinam River the 
station Aurora is of the utmost importance. It is the centre for 
the southern congregations, whilst Ganzee commands the entrance 
into the Bush Country. Next to Ganzee, Botopasi is 1n this 
district the church that is most alive. 
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The Mission to the. Fast Indian Cooltes. 


The Mission among the British East Indians has also been 
active. One part of the work, which is carried on in and around 
Paramaribo and from that town as acentre, has for years been 
progressing along certain well-defined lines. ‘The Christian 
community which has been organised here is small in numbers, 
but is growing slowly year by year, and it consists to a great 
extent of persons who are Christians consciously and by convic- 
tion. Great candour will always be a rare thing in the case of 
Kast Indians. ‘They like to keep their own affairs to themselves, 
as being something into which the missionary is not to pry 
except in special circumstances. Nor is it likely that their 
decided leaning towards money and profits will so soon make 
way for the pure and heavenly mind. Still, the very existence of 
this congregation of Christians is surely an important factor in 
the life of the people of Surinam. 
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The work on the Commewijne River has become a little more 
spirited, since it has once more been cut off from the town and 
made more independent. Here it is a matter of evangelisation 
first and foremost, and the experience made and the results 
achieved must be judged accordingly. The seed of the gospel is 
here being sown in the hearts of many hundreds of people. The 
future must show what is the nature of the harvest that is being 
reaped. It is of the utmost importance that the new station at 
Alkmaar should be started soon for which the site has been 
purchased. 
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The Javanese Mission. 


The Javanese Mission has during 1915 stood thie test of a severe 
strain in a praiseworthy manner. During the time that Br. 
Bielke was at home on furlough, the two evangelists succeeded 
in keeping the little company of Christians together, and at the 
same time gladly found the needful time to try and get fresh 
recruits for Christ. Apart from one single case only of a 
regrettable nature, everything went well. That is saying a good 
deal for so small and so new acause. Where the difficulties that 
confront an evangelist are so great, and the position of a candi- 
date for baptism over against his family, so long as they are of a 
different mind to himself, is so precarious, one cannot but rejoice 
over the comparatively speaking large number of adult baptisms 
during the past year, and gladly put up with a variety of trials 
and disappointments, Probably one of the greatest blessings of 
the Javanese Mission are the truly sincere and energetic 
evangelists. 

‘Thus there remains much,’ writes the Superintendent in 
closing his report of the Mission, ‘“‘for which we cannot be too 
thankful to our Lord and Master. Maybe more anxious times 
are ahead of us—and it isa good thing that the Lord graciously 
conceals the future from our view. Meanwhile, it is for us to do 
our work day by day, and not to be anxious for the morrow. 
This is therefore our prayer: “ Lord, for every day of missionary 
labour grant us divine wisdom, sanctified courage, and holy love, 
and lead us in Thy ways step by step.” 


se< —-- 


AFRICA. 


SOUTH AFRICA, EAST AND WEST. 


HIS year also, we regret to say, no Reports have reached 
us from our Kaffir and Hottentot Missions, and accord- 


ingly we are only able to communicate a few items of 


news from the necessarily limited correspondence that 
has passed between us in these times of war. 


We are very thankful that the work in church and school 
made good progress in spite of the difficulties of the times, 
and that many serious situations that threatened to arise were 
graciously overruled by our God. Br. F. Miuiller, of Bethesda, 
has been interned now for over a year, and all efforts to get him 
released have failed. Br. W. Hartmann, too, of Baziya, of whose 
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return to his church and congregation in March, 1915, informa- 
tion reached us, and in which the latter saw a direct answer to 
their prayers, was sent back to the Internment Camp in March of 
the present year. Our Mission storekeeper, Br. C. Schmitt, of 
Mvenyane, as also three young tradesmen, are likewise still 
interned. 

All the more thankful are we that all the other Brethren— 
some of them, it is true, under certain restrictions—were allowed 
to continue their preaching, pastoral, and administrative work, 
and that, so far as we know, they were spared very serious sick- 
nesses. Br. Birnbaum, of Elim, was compelled to undergo a 
serious eye-operation, in connection with which one eye had to 
be removed altogether. We are thankful to God tlat he was 
able to resume his labours. ‘The faithful and experienced head 
of the Genadendal Day-school, Sr. Hanna, was obliged to ask 
for furlough, on account of the impaired state of her health. 
Mr. Baumgarten, who is temporarily in charge. of the Training 
School at Genadendal, handed over the housekeeping department 
of the institution to Br. Marx, owing to failing health. ‘The 
work in the Training School at Genadendal and in the ‘Teachers’ 
Seminary at Mvenyane showed good results. Unfortunately, our 
plan to have our missionary. candidates in South Africa, Kast, 
trained for their spiritual office at Lovedale could not be realised. 
For the present Br. Bourquin, of Goshen, has undertaken the 
training of a native candidate. 

It was a special pleasure to us to read in the letters received 
from time to time that things were progressing quietly and 
along healthy lines in our churches in the Kastern and Western 
Provinces of the Mission. At the same time there were manifest 
signs of new life and growth. ‘Thus, it was a great joy to us to 
read in a letter sent us by Br. van Calker, the Superintendent of 
the Eastern Province, that in connection with the J\affir Mission 
no less than 219 adults were baptized, and that the tutal increase 
of baptized members amounted to 460. . From South Africa, 
West, br. Marx reports 78 adult baptisms, and a total increase of 
193 members’ Besides which, we know concerning the Kaffr 
Mission that the Church contributions, collections, &c., increased 
by £80 as compared with the year before, from which we may 
infer that our Christians from among the heathen, in spite of the 
fact that communication between the Missionary Church and the 
Home Church has become more difficult, have realised their 
responsibility all the more fully to support and further, as 
much as possible, the work to which they owe under God their 
spiritual life. 

As the result of a visit which he paid to Tembuland in June 
and July, 1915, Br. van Calker was able to give a satisfactory 
account of the work in those parts In connection with this visit 
the final settlement of the land question at the grant-stations in 
Tembuland was taken in hand, with the result that there are 
now no grant-stations left in South Africa, Kast. 

This arrangement of Mission Land reserves, or grant-stations, 
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for the natives was, at the time it was initiated, a thoroughly 
beneficial one. The Government handed over to the various 
Missionary Societies considerable tracts of land as a gift 
(“grants ’’), on condition that the land was to be used and ad- 
ministered for the benefit of those natives who had acquired the 
right of residence there in accordance with the regulations laid 
down for each place, and who submitted in all things to the 
existing rules. ‘This meant for the natives, who were at the time 
still without any rights and homeless, the creation of certain re- 
serves where they could live in safety under the guidance and 
the oversight of the missionariss, and could become members of 
an organized Christian community. However, in the course of 
time circumstances have entirely altered. ‘The natives, who were 
formerly without protection. legal or otherwise, developed in 
accordance with the laws of the land into full citizens of the 
State, on an equal footing with the Whites, so far as the law was 
concerned. ‘They were animated with the desire to become free 
and independent, and at the same time.to own land of their own; 
whilst the blending of the spiritual and communal leadership on 
the part of the missionaries led to ever-increasing difficulties. 
By the adoption and the introduction of the Mission Land Bill 
the grant station constitution has been annulled. The question 
of the natives’ rights to the land has been solved in such a way 
that a distinction is made between the small glebe land, which is 
for the support of the Mission and is administered by the mis- 
sionaries, and the much larger communal estate, which is ad- 

ministered by the native community. Our missionaries have 
worked for vears at the elaboration of this freer constitution, wr 
their patience has oftentimes been severely tried, especially a 

they were obliged to take into account the want of judgrnent on 
the part of many of the natives and they got but little thanks 
for their trouble, both under the old régime and in connection 
with the introduction of the new one. ‘Trusting in Gods 
guidance they have not let themselves be baulked of then goal, 
and they are persuaded that, by the Grace of God, the new 
settlement of the laws of ownership will prove to be as mucha 
blessing for the people and the Native Church as in former times 
the grant-stations were. 
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My EPORTS for 1915 have come to hand from each station 
of this field, except Kalatse. God has given our reduced 
staff grace to hold the feld and courageously to con- 


tinue the work fcr the Tibetans, Cespite the embarrass- 


ments that have enhanced its difficulty. But Kalatse 
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has had to remain without a missionary the whole year, aud 
our school there is closed for the present. Nevertheless Chompel, 
our native evangelist there, has not only preached the gospel to 
his fellow-Christians but also in many villages in a wide circuit 
around the station. He and his fellow-Christians at Kalatse 
continue to be helped and encouraged by repeated visits from 
one or other member of the staff at Leh. 

Towards the close of the year under review a similar misfor- 
tune befell Kyelang, the central station of our Tibetan border 
Mission. ‘Till then our Br. Schnabel and his family, though of 
German nationality, were left as the only I¢uropeans in the 
district of Lahoul. But when the Golconda was to start from 
Calcutta with the first group of repatriated missionaries among 
her passengers, the Schnabels were ordered down to join them. 
Aboard her they found the Reichel family, whose hope to be 
permitted to return to Kalatse could not be fulfilled. Both 
families reached Holland early in January and came on to 
Germany. We may at once add that on her second voyage with 
another company of ‘“‘ deportees,” including many German 
missionaries, she brought to Europe our missionary Dr. Francke, 
who has been interned at Ahmednagar during the whole of 1915. 

Just before the Schnabels left Kyelang, they received a most 
timely and comforting visit from Br. Peter, the Superintendent 
of our Tibetan Mission. He came from Leh over the high 
passes, a journey that cannot be undertaken at any time without 
peril, but which involved considerable danger so late in the 
autumn. He arrived just as the sorely tried and harrassed 
missionaries had buried their youngest child. ‘That adds one 
more to the pathetic row of little graves in the Kyelang God’s 


- Acre, which bear mute witness to the sorrows and the devotion 


of our missionaries in holding this lonely outpost at a height so 
trying for mothers and children. Br. Peter was not only able to 
comfort the missionaries and their little band of orphaned 
Christians in view of the sad parting, but also to take steps for 
the continuance of the work by the native leaders. ‘The care of 
the Christian congregation and the charge of the Mission pro- 
perty were committed for the winter to Ga Puntsog and Zodpa 
Dechen. These two Native Helpers had borne a similar burden 
of responsibility during a previous winter, when they -had dis- 
charged their trust with faithfulness and ability. But they and 
their fellow-Christians whom they kept together by their 
ministry and example, were most grateful when the arrival of 
the Schnabels gave them missionaries again. And now these 
have again been taken from them; but we trust that the little 
congregation, and especially their leaders, will stand the renewed 
test. at any rate till this summer brings the Kunicks to them 
from Poo... This missionary couple, now on the way to them, are 
returning to a work of which they have had experience and-to a 
people who know and trust them. 

The vacant place at Poo is to be filled by a move from Leh, 
though the manifold work at that station can the less spare Br. 
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jurroughs and his wife, seeing that Sr. Birtill has been obliged 
to ask for a furlough to E urope this summer. ‘The new-comers 
at Poo will share the charge of a congregation that needs very 
careful nursing up to vigorous Christian life. For its members 
are of the poorer class, who have long been wronged and 
oppressed by their richer neighbours. This has tended to 
render them unstable and untruthful, while the people of the 
higher caste wrong themselves bv refusing the Gospel with the 
excuse that C hristianity is a religion for ‘the poor, but not for 
them. 

The Poo report gives a glimpse of lively scenes in the well- 
attended Day-school. Among the scholars there are six adults, 
who desire instruction in four languages. ‘T'wo lamas study 
Hindi, and another priest is learning to write Tibetan in cursive 
characters. A merchant, who has travelled far and wide, wants 
to master English, and two other inhabitants of Poo are learning 
Urdu. Meanwhile, in the same room, the children are writing 
Tibetan in its classical characters, and classes are carried on in 
geography, arithmetic, Bible history, &c. It is somewhat of a 
Babel, yet good results are attained, as the examinations attest. 

On Sunday mornings the church bell, or rather gong, calls the 
boys and girls of Poo to Sunday School. This is held before the 
morning worship and sermon, and the Christian children are 
taught by one of the missionaries’ wives, the heathen children by 
the other. I¢very endeavour is made to further the Christian 
life of our adult members by the influence of the services, of in- 
struction classes, as also of social gatherings in the mission- 
houses; but the work among the young seems to be more 
promising. ‘The medical activities of our two missionaries are 
of special value, both at the station and as a prominent feature 
of their evangelistic tours around Poo and to distant villages. 

On the first day of 1916, when for once the B uddhist lamas 
had also fixed the New Year's Davy for the people, there was a re- 
markable assembly in our dispensary. The whole village came 
at the invitation of our missionaries, who had been reque sted by 
the Government to distribute a reward of Rs 300. lwo years 
ago, and soon after an attempt to murder the Viceroy of India by 
a bomb thrown at Delhi, two suspicious Indian fugitives were 
secured at Poo, ere they could get over the border into Tibet. 
The villagers had almost forgotten their part in handing these 
miscreants over to the police. But the Government had now 
proved their complicity in the crime, and desired to acknowledge 
the service rendered by the people at Poo. So our missionaries 
gave a short speech and then distributed the silver pieces, which 
were gratefully received by all. 

We have already referred to the manifold work at Leh, and 
this claims further mention. Here too there are devoted Native 
Helpers, like our teacher Josef, who not only seeks the spiritual 
good of his scholars but assists in the evangelistic work and in 
the services of the church; like old Trashi Tsering, who preaches 
with our missionaries in the Leh bazaar and itinerates in a wide 
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circuit around that town; and like. our ‘aa native nurse, 
Denyed, who is eager to give spiritual worth to her work in the 
hospital, and to her visits to the purdah women in the zenanas 
of Leh. Dr. and. Mrs. Hieber, both qualified physicians, with 
their Kuropean and native helpers , are increasing the efliciency 
of the hospital as a centre of Christian influence and of wide 
benetit to the people of Ladak. The ntimber of their patients 


has increased, and repeated epidemics have of late kept them 
exceedingly busy. 


ees . 


AUSTRALIA. 


—_— 


NORTH QUEENSLAND. 


HIS year’s report can say little about the work at Mapoon, 
Weipa, and Aurukun, in North Queensland, for few 


letters have reached the Mission Board, and the report 


of only one of these stations is in our hands. In this 
wartime, however, this Mission field is fortunate in 
having a double base. For the Presbyterian Church of Aus- 
tralia stands behind the missionaries called by the Mission 
Board to this work, as well as behind their assistants, who go 
out from the Presbyterian congregations. When last we heard, 
the Heys were well at Mapoon. ‘The Browns were working on 
at Weipa with the assistance of Mr. and Mrs. Owen, and Mr. 


and Mrs. Holmes were in charge of Aurukun, which still misses 
its missionary, Br. Richter. 


The report of Weipa says that the spiritual life of that con- 
gregation left much to be desired. The people value the station 
as their home, and they enjoy the ordered, civilised life in their 
own houses, surrounded by their gardens, and they are thankful 
to the Mission for these temporal advantages. Br. Brown says: 
‘Our people are no longer satisfied with the old evil, dirty, 
wandering, animal life.”” Yet they seem not tohave grasped 
the spiritual significance of all this, and their missionaries long 
for still better things. They eagerly avail themselves of the 
medical help rendered by the missionary. ‘They come to him 
with all their ailments. Influenza and a virulent eye trouble 
have been rife. Some of the old people come to their missionary 
with the request to be made young again, and can hardly be 
made to understand that, physically, this is not in his power. 
May there be light at eventide for them as individuals, and for 


the race, for there is no denying that the blacks of Australia are 
dying out as a people. 
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circuit around that town; and like. our sede native nurse, 
Denyed, who is eager to give spiritual worth to her work in the 
hospital, and to her visits to the purdah women in the zenanas 
of Leh. Dr. and. Mrs. Hieber, both qualified physicians, with 
their European and native helpers , are increasing the efheciency 
of the hospital as a centre of Christian influence and of wide 
benefit to the people of Ladak. The ntimber of their patients 


has increased, and repeated epidemics have of late kept them 
exceedingly busy. 


dad 


AUSTRALIA. 


EH 


NORTH QUEENSLAND. 


‘HIS year’s report can say little about the work at Mapoon, 
Weipa, and Aurukun, in North Queensland, for few 


letters have reached the Mission Board, and the report 


of only one of these stations is in our hands. In this 
wartime, however, this Mission field is fortunate in 
having a double base. For the Presbyterian Church of Aus- 
tralia stands behind the missionaries called by the Mission 
Board to this work, as well as behind their assistants, who go 
out from the Presbyterian congregations. When last we heard, 
the Heys were well at Mapoon. The Browns were working on 
at Weipa with the assistance of Mr. and Mrs. Owen, and Mr. 


and Mrs. Holmes were in charge of Aurukun, which still misses 
its missionary, Br. Richter. 


The report of Weipa says that the spiritual life of that con- 
gregation left much to be desired. The people value the station 
as their home, and they enjoy the ordered, civilised life in their 
own houses, surrounded by their gardens, and they are thankful 
to the Mission for these temporal advantages. Br. Brown says: 
‘“ Our people are no longer satisfied with the old evil, dirty, 
wandering, animal life.’”’ Yet they seem not to have grasped 
the spiritual significance of all this, and their missionaries long 
for still better things. They eagerly avail themselves of the 
medical help rendered by the missionary. They come to him 
with all their ailments. Influenza and a virulent eye trouble 
have been rife. Some of the old people come to their missionary 
with the request to be made young again, and can hardly be 
made to understand that, physically, this is not in his power. 
May there be light at eventide for them as individuals, and for 
the race, for there is no denying that the blacks of Australia are 
dying out as a people. 
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LEPER HOME AT JERUSALEM. 


FORTY-FOURTH REPORT, FOR 1915. 


2 
wy 


NCIx more we have been entirely cut off from direct 


communication with Jerusalem. Bishop La ‘Trobe 
has, therefore, kindly supplied us with the following 
report, which we submit to our friends and helpers, 
together with the list of subseriptions, thanking all for their 
kind sympathy and support. 


“Thank God, our devoted sisters and the Bayers have been 
able to continue the work of this institution, doubly valuable 
ami | the present distresses, of which Jerusalem i a full share. 
Mor the war ts much in evidence in‘ the Hi ly City. Our hos- 
pital has made experience of requisitions for mi Jit ary purposes 
anil it feels in many ways that food and other articles of necessity 
are getting scarcer and dearer. Our patients realize this too, and 
oratefully accept their share of the inevitable retrenchment. The 
number stands at about 55, for it 1s not a time to take in new 
ones. It was a good thing that our Asylum could share in a gift 
of provisions sent in a special steamer for the poor of Palestine 
oy B agg te (“hristians in the United States. 

. Ehzabeth has completed a quarter of a century in this 
ministry to the poorest of the poor. ‘The day was marked at the 
Home, and specially by the Central Committee as well as by 
the Local Committee in Jerusalem. In February, 1917 (D.V. 
‘Jesus’ Help’ will celebrate its Jubilee. God grant that peace 
mav have returned. and that a worthy festival may mark the 
Jubilee year ! 

‘ Under present conditions the help and counsel of the Local 
Committee is more valuable than ever. 

‘Early in 1915 Br. and Sr Bayer returned by the overland 
route to Jerusalem with their two children. It was an acven- 
turous journey, with manifest help from God in its many ditheul- 
ties, delays, and dangers. Leaving Niesky on february |9th, they 
travelled by rail through Hungary and Roumania to Constan- 
tinople. Happily they were well provided with passports and 
influential letters of recomme ndation. Crossing over into Asia, 
they continued their journey by rajl; which is now available most 
of the way. Twice they had to drive for two or three days 
over mountain ranges—-the Taurus and the Amanus Mountains. 
Their route took them past Konieh (leonium), ‘Tarsus, Damascus, 
an‘l other places of Bible interest. Jerusalem was safely reached 
at the end of March, and they were welcomed by the staff of the 
Asylum, the patients, and other friends, who joined in praise for 
Bod: s goodness throughout such a journey in war time. ‘Then 

r. Bay er resumed his ‘duties as man ager of the Asylum farm, in 


3 "SNF 


| tee ieee te eee ‘ " oe tte El ae 


SS RRA 


: ' ~~ —s . , . " . ~" > a ~% 
Pe hE ga Ale ci OP ee : : EOE EE OO 
> 


aE o nee eee ee oe 8 2 eee ee © _ a sti i, ld, Al. LL LAL: -—_- —————— _ 


ALW1I AH] 


mec e , OPaS Aee - OG 


ca. at at aaa ce tn NT _ . » 
" . —~= = 2 . - -* io —s — = - « - - ; 
a 2 - - . - —_" . ' ~ — — _ . > . - 
.. ee ee het Ened a AE ov. 6 a a (2 Sees. a ee ee eee - 
fg 3 + a —— | e -_ ee eas — 


— a = 


re EEE —E————— ee ——— 


i ra }?. Jao. 


N7AAtEY CALAN Abie FS 


eS 4h GALI ALL AN PUN A A &/ 


BN SZ4uAN BE BU 4s 2aN NY Beads SLAVES, 


"Lhe *® £2444 244.448 AU 34 ¥ « Bde 


eS Se 


™® £A 44 BSS 4S 844 


Sepr,, 1916] EDITORIAL NOTES. 527 


—_— - = i. = an 


which capacity he is a help and support to the ‘Sisters’ in charge 
of the Home itself. Naturally, he finds the difficulties of his de- 
partment greatly enhanced by present conditions in the Holy 
Land. 

‘There is little to record in the medical history of the year’s 
work, save the self-denying devotion of the nurses day and 
night, year in and year out. ‘The constant tasks, so cheerfully 
undertaken in their ministry to the diseased bodies of their 
patients, are such as most of us would shrink from. How gladly 

—and particularly for their sakes, as well as for the sufferers 
whose pains they alleviate— would we tell of such cures as have 
recently been reported from other Leper Asylums, including 
Bethesda in our Surinam Mission! The same remedies are used 
at our Jerusalem Home, but almost all its inmates enter at an 
advanced stage of the disease 

‘All the more earnest is the endeavour to cheer the hearts of 
our patients and to minister Divine comforts to their souls under 
their sore afflictions. “ The visits of our Arab evangelist are now 
welcomed both by the Christian and the Moslem patients, although 
no pressure is exercised upon them to attend his meetings. We 
are thankful for generous support, and trust the prayers and 
interest of the friends of this good work will be sustained and 
increased, so that our Jerusalem Hospital for Lepers may ever be 
true to the beautiful name inscribed in stone over its main door, 
‘Jesus Help.’ 

“B, La TRoBE, 

“February 5th, 1916.” 


Subscriptions for our Leper Home should be sent, as usual, to 
our English Treasurer, Mr. H. O. Essex, and addressed to 32, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C., though they will be retained in 
England until the end of the war, under the control of the 
Public Trustee, acting as custodian of funds for eventual use 


in enemy countries. 
ARTHUR WARD, 
Hon. See. for Great Britain and Ireland. 


February 29th, 1916. 
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™O Farewell Meeting was this year held on board the 
=| Harmony. Instead, the following printed notice was 


sent out to our friends in London and the country 
generally :—‘* Owing to the abnormal conditions created 
by the War, the Committee of the Society for the Furtherance of 
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the Gospel (‘8.F.G.’) deem it best not to hold the usual Farewell 
Meeting on board the Mission Ship //armony this year. 

“'The many friends of our Society, as also the Moravian con- 
gregations in the British Province of our Church, are accordingly 
herewith invited to remember in private and public prayer the 
little vessel as she makes her way in the near future, and during 
the next few months, through the ‘danger zone’ around the 
shores of Great Britain, across the Atlantic, and up and down 
the rock-bound coast of Labrador. 

‘‘ All being well, the ship will sail on Tuesday, July 4th. 

“39 Fetter Lane, London, E.C., June 24th, 1916.” 


On Tuesday, July 4th, the vessel left her berth in the London 
Dock, and as usual news was received of her from Deal and 
Prawle Point. 

To our great joy a telegram reached us on August 8th, in- 
forming us of the vessel’s arrival at Makkovik on July ‘29th. 
Evidently her passage along our coasts and across the Atlantic 
has been a safe and a fairly “quick one. May God hold His hand 
graciously over her during the coming months, whilst she cruises 
up and down the ‘Labrador Coast and finally makes her way 
homewards once more to London. 

Further letters received from the Coast since we last went to 


press contained good news on the whole from the stations 
concerned. 


On Friday, August 4th, a treaty was signed at Washington by 
Mr. Lansing, the U.S.A. Secretary of State, and M: Constantin 
Brun, the Danish Minister, by which the United States of America 
purchases the Danish West Indies for about £5,000,000. 

Since the time of the Civil War the acquisition of these islands 
by the United States has been the subject of unsuccessful ne- 
gotiation. The group of islands in question constitutes Denmark’s 
sole remaining Colony outside of Europe. They are St. Thomas, 
St. Croix—also called Santa Cruz—and St. John’s, or St. Jan. 
St. Thomas is the most important of the three. The capital of 
this island is Charlotte Amalia—a fine town with an excellent 
harbour. St. Croix is the largest of the group It was captured 
by the British in 1807, but was restored to Denmark seven years 
later. The once large trade of these islands has fallen off in 
recent years. 

It will be remembered that the first two Missions commenced 
by our Church in foreign lands had for their objective the in- 
habitants of the two Danish Colonies of St. Thomas (1732) and 
Greenland (1733). Unsuccessful attempts to establish Missions 
were also made later on in the 18th Century in the Danish 
Colonies of Tranquebar, on the East Coast of India, and the 


Nicobar Islands. 
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